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THE 
JANUARY, 1821. 

NULLI QUI DEM MIHI SATIS EHUDITI VIDENTUR, QUIBUS 
NOSTRA IGNOTA SUNT. CiCEBO de Legibua. 

THE TRIADS.— No. XV. 

»wn 

TRIADS OF THE ISLE OF BRITAIN*. 

lxv. The three Families of Royalty that were taken to pri- 
son, from the great great grandfather to the great grandchildren, 
without leaving one of them to escape : first, the family of Llyr 
Llediaith, that were carried captive as far as Rome by the Cai- 
sarians ; second, the family of Madawg ab Medron, that were in 
prison with the Gwyddyl Fichti, in Alban ; third, the family of 
Gair ab Geirion, lord of Geirionydd, by the vote of country and 
nation, in the prison of Oeth and Anoeth, and of those nor one 
nor other escaping. It was the most complete captivity ever 
known that took place with respect to these families. 

[The name of Llyr, the grandfather of Caractacus, is mentioned 
in several Triads inserted in former numbers of this work, and 
the imprisonment here recorded is explained in Triads xxn and 
xxxix, already translated-)-, which give an account of the family 
of Bran ab Llyr being taken to Rome as hostages for Caradawg. 
The phrase from gothendaid to gorwyrion, or from the great 
great grandfather to the great grandchildren, implies that all the 
family possibly living were taken. — There are no documents 
known to us, which throw any light upon the imprisonment of 
Madawg ab Medron by the Gwyddelian, or Woodland, Fichti, in 
Scotland. The event is supposed to have occurred in the seventh 
century .—The captivity of Gair ab Geirion has more in it of the 
character of mythology than of clear history. In the wildest 
parts of the Snowdon Mountains there is a small district bear- 
ing the name of Geirionydd, with a lake therein also so called; 
on the edge of which are some vestiges of a building, said by 

* Arch, of Wales,- vol. ii. p. 68. Tr. 61 — 64. 
f Vol. i. pp. 169 & 282. 
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tradition to have been the dwelling of the bard Taliesin, and he 
says himself, that he lived by the lake of Gerrionydd*. — To 
these instances of extreme captivity the following passage, from 
the Mabinogi of Culhwch, is added, as having an allusion to si- 
milar events : — " What person do we hear wailing in this house 
of stone? Truly, there is room for him to wail; who is here? 
Mabon ab Modron is here in prison, and no one was ever so se- 
verely confined in prison before ; not even in the prison of Lludd 
ab Eraint, nor in the prison of Graid ab Eri." We are equally 
in the dark as to the castle and prison of Oeth and Anoeth, 
wherein, according to another Triad, Arthur was confined for 
three nights ; and which is also mentioned in the tale of Culhwch, 
in the speech of Arthur's porter,— 4 " What tidings ! as to what I 
have, it is beyond every thing in all my life. — I have been here- 
tofore where thou didst slay the thousand and ten sons of Du- 
cwm; I have been heretofore in the regions of the East, when 
thou didst conqtfer Greece • I have been heretofore in the city of 
Oeth and Anoeth, and in Mevenyr; but, by the ninefold protec- 
tion of a king ! gallant men have we seen there, yet I never saw 
a man like him who is now before the gate." Triads l of the 
first and xlix of the second of the two first series are thus : — 
" The three Supreme Prisoners of the Isle of Britain : Llyr Lle- 
diaith, in the prison of EuToswycfd WIedig a Mabon, son of Mo- 
dron (Madawff, son of Medron) , and Gair, son of Geirioed (Gwair 
ab Gweirioed); and one was more eminent than the three, who was. 
for three nights in the prison of the castle of Oeth and Anoeth, and 
was, during three nights, in prison by Gwen Pendragon, and was 
for three nights in a prison of illusion, under the stone of Echy- 
maint ; and that pre-eminent prisoner was Arthur; and one youth 
delivered him from the three prisons, and that youth was Goreu, 
the son of Constantine, his cousin."] 

lxvi. The three Archbishoprics of the Isle of Britain : first, 
Llandav, by the grace of Lleurwg ab Coel ab Cyllin, who first 
granted lands and privilege of country to those, who dedicated 
themselves to the faith in Christ; second, Caer Evrawg, by the 
grace of the Emperor Constantine, being the first of the empe- 
rors in Rome, who became connected with the faith in Christ ; 
third, Llundain, by the grace of the Emperor Maxen WIedig. 
Afterwards, there were Caerllion ar Wysg, and CeFliwig in 
Cerny w, and Caer Rhianedd in the North ; and at present there 
are Mynyw, and Caer Evrawg, and Caer Gaint. 
* Set Vol. i. of this work, p. II. 
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[Triad xxxix, in a preceding number*, is another memorial 
of the founding of Llandav (Llandaff) by Llewrwg, or Lucius. — 
Caer Rhianedd, or the castle of the Maidens, may be presumed 
not to designate Edinburgh, but rather a mistake for Rhionydd, 
which occurs in a subsequent Triad, as the name of St. Andrews. 
Llundain, Mynyw, Caer Evrawg, and Caer Gajnt are London, 
St. David's, York, and Canterbury.] 

lxvii. The three Supreme Thrones of the Isle of Britain : 
first, Llundain; second, Caerllion ar Wysg; and third, Caer 
Evrawg. 

[The thrones of London, Caerllion, and York may here mean 
either ecclesiastical, legal, or royal ; most probably the latter.] 

lxvjii. The three Tribe Thrones of the Isle of Britain : one, 
Caerllion ar Wysg, where Arthur is chief of right, and Dewi Sant 
ab Cunedda Wledig is chief bishop, and Maelgwn Gwynedd is 
chief elder ; second, Celliwig in Cerny w, where Arthur is chief 
of right, and Bedwini is chief bishop, and Caradawg Vreichvras 
is chief elder; and third, Penrhyn Rhionydd in the North, 
where Arthur is chief of right, and Cyndeyrn Garthwys is chief 
bishop, and Gwrthmwl Wledig is chief elder. 

[The term Penrhaith, head of right or vote, implies a title 
conferred by election, or vote of the country. Probably, Celliwig, 
in Cornwall, might have been the same as Tintagel. Penrhyn 
Rhionydd, or Promontory of Rhionydd, was the name for St. 
Andrews, over which Cyndeyrn, or Kentigern, presided. The 
names of Cunedda, Maelgwn, Caradawg Brawny Arm, and Gwr- 
thmwl frequently occur in our old poetry, but particularly 
Maelgwn of Venedotia, the father of Elfin, the patron of Taliesin. 
Triad vii, in the first of the other two series, agrees with the 
above Triad.] 

tm 

TRIADS OF WJSDOMf. 

121. The three impulses of folly: an impulse of war, weapon 
to weapon, or killing for killing; an impulse of law, punishment 
for punishment; and an impulse of hatred, slander for slander. 

122. The three impulses of wisdom : instruction for instruc- 
tion, wit for wit, and love for love, or, (by another copy,) favour 
for favour. 

* Vol. i. p. 282. 

t Arch, of Wales, vol. iii. p. 213. 
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123. Three things easily seen with one eye half open: the 
events of nature, the laws of equity, and the demands of love; 
and, in the same manner, it is equally easy to see their contrasts: 
which are, mischief, hate, and injustice, or, (by another reading,) 
untruth. 

124. The three indexes of truth : word, action, and the effort 
of genius; and from these shall be obtained whatsoever is true; 
and, where the three shall meet in one, there will be hau a cer- 
tainty of truth. 

125. The three indispensable* of good counsel: to bear epod 
will, freedom of speech, and to understand the cause. 

126. Three things, as to which there need be no concern but 
they shall be obtained : some prosperity, where great exertion 
shall be made for it; some respect, where it shall be greatly me- 
rited; and some wisdom, where it shall be greatly studied. 

127. Three things, that see in the dark : love, genius, and con- 
science. 

128. Three things that see nothing, however great the light 
may be : lust, hatred, and idleness. 

129. Three things that will be done in the dark by will and 
choice : what is done by violence, what is done by lust, and what 
is done by a fribble. 

130. Three things which a person seeing sees nothing else : 
pride ornamental, excess of wealth advantageous, and idleness a 
blessing. 

THE WISDOM OF CATWG. 



HIS MAXIMS DELIVERED TO TALIESIN, CHIEF OF 
BARDS, ON HIS TAKING LEAVE OF HIM*. 

Taciturnity is the mother of all discretion. 
Patience is the mother of all wisdom. 
Wit is the mother of all knowledge. 
Order is the mother of all investigation. 
Necessity is the mother of every art. 
Virtue is the mother of all happiness. 
Exertion is the mother of every excellence. 
Genius is the mother of all poetry. 
Consideration is the mother of all understanding. 

* Arch, of Wales, vol. iii. p. 5?. 



